


Diocese of NS & PEI 
Mission School 

 
 Session 1 – “Mission Possible” 



 



Welcome and Worship 



Period of Silence 
 
 



   
 
When we hear you calling 
 Lord, Inspire us to follow. 
 

You call us to make disciples. 
When we hear you calling. 
 Lord, Inspire us to follow. 
 

You invite us to share in Your 
mission. When we hear you calling 
 Lord, inspire us to follow. 



Reading – Matthew 28 
 
 
 
 



Time of Prayer 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Close your eyes …. Don’t go to sleep …Imagine you are in the lumber business …you’ve been in this family business for a long time Trip …. You go walking down a path … fog/mist that obscures long view, even the short view  …Come to a spot …. Obvious after forest fire …All the big trees are gone …To your eyes, as lumber person … its lost causeWasted opportunity, desolation , nothing No lumber here ….What do you do?  Answers???  (don’t go ahead)



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But wait …We are people who believe God is at work … mission of goodness and love for His people Look down … blueberry …. In the remains of the forest, blueberries grow ….All over the place …But as lumber people … what’s the use?Unless … we’re prepared to become blueberry people in the blueberry business .Metaphor for the current church …. What is God’s business?God has prepared a harvest … its not the harvest we’re used to …. But it is there ….God has planned MORE … for his church ….God wants MORE for his church and people If we’re prepared to shift businesses 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to MORE …Mission School …



What is God doing? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Misson and Missional thinking …Really begins with asking ….What is God doing?  Already doing in our midst?Scripture … is the witness to what God ws already doing in midst of his people



Exodus 14 
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you 
will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians 
you see today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; 
you need only to be still.” 
 

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell 
the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand 
over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through 
the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them.  
 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night 
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into 
dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through 
the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and their left. 



Why does God do what He does? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Its important to know what He is doing ….But also why He is doing it ….God is releasing the Isrealites from their slavery,From their captivity ,From their bondage and hard labour and task masters So they can be free …. So they can BE MOREand he is leading them out …. EXPERIENCE MORE



 



Discipleship Missional 



MISSIONAL 
 

Definitions & Checklist 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




De
fin

iti
on

 It is the outworking of the knowledge of God (DISCIPLESHIP)  
 
in and through the life of a faith community (CHURCH)  
 
so as to join in with the purposes of God (KINGDOM)  
 
in giving loving attention to the needs of the world around 
us (MISSION),  
 
drawing people to the fire of God’s love (EVANGELISM)  
 
so that they may share with us  
in God’s life-giving mission to all creation. 
 



M
issional 

C
hecklist 

“In our Being” 
 

 It is Missional.  More than Outreach 
 
 The Gospel is articulated to others. 

 
 There is a clear biblical rationale. 

 
 Speaks to how the Gospel helps us and 

empowers us in everyday life. 
  
 



M
issional 

C
hecklist 

“A Word about  … 
     Missional & Outreach” 
 
 

Outreach is a program, for extending assistance, 
services, etc. to the community, especially as an 
act of charity or goodwill.  
 
Missional is entering into relationship and deeper 
conversation, including faith. 
 



M
issional 

C
hecklist 

“In our Doing” 
 
  Love for Jesus is growing. 

 

  Mission is modelled by opening up lives 
with others. 
 

  Ordinary life in community is carried out. 
 

  Prayer and Worship occurs in community. 
 

  One another's burdens are carried 
beyond the weekly prayer time. 

 



M
issional 

C
hecklist 

“In our Living” 
 

  Has God’s heart for the neighbourhood. 
 

  Talking and praying about how God wants 
us to engage the neighborhood with the 
love of Jesus Christ.  
 

  Desire to be in relationship with those who 
are outside the Church walls. 
 

  Connection with people in the 
neighbourhood(s) and an introduction 
(word and deed) to the Gospel. 
 





Thinking 
Missionally  



Exploring Together 

Scripture Passage #1 – Luke 4 
 
16 Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written: 
 
18  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind,  to set the oppressed free, 19  to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.” 
 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying 
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 



Exploring Together 

Scripture Passage #2 – Joshua 1 
 
1 After the death of Moses, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 
2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to 
cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I 
will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your 
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the 
Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one 
will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and 
courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all 
the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, 
that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always 
on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  …” 
 
 



Exploring Together 

Scripture Passage #3 – John 2 
 
“13. When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.14. In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15. So he made a whip out 
of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered 
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.16. To those who sold 
doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a 
market!" 17. His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will 
consume me." 18. Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you 
show us to prove your authority to do all this?" 19. Jesus answered them, "Destroy 
this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." 20. The Jews replied, "It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?" 21. But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22. After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 
Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.” 



Exploring Together 

Scripture Passage #4 – John 10 
 
 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 



Missional - Personal 

How does this Bible Passage help you to 
“think missionally”?   
 
 
How does this Bible Passage help you 
define and shape what “missional” looks 
like? 
 



Missional - Personal 

What  
 
    PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE  
      or  
    BIBLE STORY  
 
      shapes your sense of Mission? 
 



MISSIONAL 
WHY? 



MISSIONAL 
Video 



Missional Church – “Skater Church” 



Missional Community 



Tell of a time when you’ve witnessed God 
transforming someone’s life? 



Tell of a time when you’ve been transformed? 



 



MISSIONAL 
How? 



INTERRUPTERS! 



God in His Mission 
is constantly interrupting …  

the normal flow events 
 

Jesus in His earthly ministry  
was constantly interrupting … 

business as usual  
 

The Holy Spirit inspires  
and empowers us to interrupt  



MISSIONAL 
Opportunities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPt SLIDE 1 – Missional Opportunities - As we’ve said earlier, being missional is not an event or program or something that we compartmentalize as Christians or as church.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 2 – DNA slide- Being missional is in our DNA 	- it’s the very core of our identity as committed followers of Jesus;	- it’s at the centre of our congregational life.Like our human DNA - although we may not be aware of it - mission is a fundamental and distinctive quality in our identity make-up.Our Baptismal covenant states, “proclaiming by word and example the GOOD NEWS of God in Christ” – so we passionately make Christ known, so that others would come to know/love/follow him too.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 3 – Mind the Culture Gap- Now when those in the church witness shifts in society our missional approach changes too. - What worked well in the 1950s is no longer working for us now.- Our culture has changed. The truth and power of the Gospel has not. Our missional approach needs to shift and adapt to remain effective.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 4 – Adult & Baby handsPaul in his 1st. letter to Corinthians, Ch. 9 (19,20a, 22-23)“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. … To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. “



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 5 – Focus on Mission- Our missional identity means that we are intentional, focused and keep the Gospel always before us as something amazingly GOOD to share. We are joining with the purposes of God to build his Kingdom, His righteous rule and reign- Our actions as Christians/in churches, not only reflect this core identity and priority – being missional is also reflected in our language, in our prayers, meeting discussions, Christian education, event planning, etc.- Everything we do from administration to worship is impacted by being missional.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 6 – Transformation- Most importantly, our commitment and effectiveness to mission will result in transformed lives – changes in society. There will be healing/justice and wholeness.- Being passionately missional means there will be spiritual fruit like …  - marriages and families that are loving and compassionate;- workplaces that are affected positively – there’s respect, fair wages & prospering;- communities are impacted – everyone is cared for, there’s mutual sharing;- societies are altered for the better – all are accepted & just systems at work; ― Pope John Paul II“It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be ground down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the world more human and more fraternal.” - Being fully missional means we are pungent SALT and radiant LIGHT!



Opportunities…? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 7 – Opportunities?- So if our very nature - the DNA - of Church is to be actively missional – how do we open opportunities for this to happen?- How can we build bridges with new people so we might introduce them to this Good News?   - Using what our generous God has given us, how can we in our churches, open doors for connections with those who don’t yet walk with God?- How might we build Christian community in fresh ways?- What could be interrupted, adapted or embraced to explore the next steps to being more actively missional in our neighbourhoods?There are two key factors to keep in mind as we seek missional opportunities:(1)	We remember that God is extremely generous and has given us everything we need and more to be/do what we are called to as a missional people.- We already have abundant gifts that we can employ in this critical work.(2)	We always begin this discernment work in mission through deep listening / intentional seeking- prayer and watching closely to see where the Spirit is already at work.



MISSIONAL 
Case Study 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 8 – Missional Case StudyToday to help us get our heads/hearts around this BEING MISSIONAL and considering a real church context, we thought we’d explore a CASE STUDY – “St. Eddy’s in the Country”.We’re going to give you until 2:45 p.m. in your small groups to read through this example and look for potential pathways to move towards being more missional.



MISSIONAL 
Case Study 

Dream Big & Boldly … 
 
Name your ideas (write them down). List as many 
various possibilities as you can without going into 
the details. 
 
Where is God providing potential pathways for 
ministry to the wider community?  



MISSIONAL 
Case Study 

Using the Missional Checklist … 
 
  What ‘missional’ is already happening? 
 
What are the opportunities? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 9 – Using the Missional ChecklistReferring to the Missional Checklist …	What ‘missional’ is already happening?	What are the opportunities?	You’ll see at the bottom your page, the instructions :Considering the Parish as a whole, where do you see mission-related opportunities? Dream big and boldly as you name your ideas (write them down). List as many various possibilities as you can without going into the details of how to make them happen. Where is God providing potential pathways for ministry to the wider community?                                                                           (Small Group Discussion takes place)



Other Tools & Resources 



Other Sessions 

 Dealing with anxiety, negativity & resistance 
 

 Discernment  & Following God’s Lead 
 

 Fresh Expressions – MORE Life 
 

 Sharing & Witnessing 
 

 Missional Community 



MISSIONAL 
Case Study 

Feedback … “Stickies” 
 
Grey – Great 
Blue – Okay 
Red – Needs Work 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PPT – Missional Opportunities - SLIDE 10 – FeedbackFEEDBACK to large group   (Flipchart the answers)      2:45 p.m. to 3 p.m. 



Closing Worship 



Period of Silence 
 
 



   
 
For renewing our energy when we grow 
weary on this journey. 
 We thank you, O God. 
 

For prodding us forward when we get stuck 
in our ways. 
 We thank you, O God. 
 

For opening our eyes to see new 
possibilities when we cannot see the way 
 We thank you, O God. 



Reading 



Prayer 



 



MISSIONAL 
Case Study 

Homework … 
     Covenant 



MISSIONAL 
Home Work 

Using the Missional Checklist: 
 
 Think now of your local ministry context 
 
 …. What ‘missional’ is already happening? 
 
 …. Begin identifying missional opportunities 
 
 …. Where are the places you could INTERRUPT? 
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